Statement from Church Leaders on TPVP’s

This statement below was published by a national group of faith leaders on Friday 29 April
2022 at St Paul's Cathedral in Melbourne. It was sent to Prime Minister The Hon Scott
Morrison MP and Opposition Leader The Hon Anthony Albanese. We will share details of
their response once received.

Statement from Australian faith leaders on Temporary Protection Visas (TVPs) and
other temporary forms of humanitarian protection for refugees in Australia

We urge our political leaders to reconsider the needs and futures of people who are still on
Temporary Protection Visas. It is time to offer people on TPVs permanent protection.

We raise this matter cautiously, mindful of how fraught discussion of such matters has been
in previous Federal Elections.

But we must speak because compassion and care for others are universal values shared by
all major faith traditions. As people of faith, we bring this perspective to our consideration of
all things, including public policy around protecting refugees and people seeking asylum.
Hence, we advocated for and welcomed recent steps to release most Medevac refugees
from hotel detention; to move forward with the New Zealand resettlement plan; and to
increase the number of Afghan refugees being offered protection.

We speak now, relatedly, out of deep concern about the current division between the two
major parties on the issue of temporary protection visas.

These TPVs serve no public policy purpose and have lost community support since their
introduction two decades ago.

Our pastoral knowledge is of people who have been living with stressful insecurity on TPV’s
in communities around Australia. We hear their prayers and know their fears. Having sought
refuge, they just want to belong and contribute. With their families and friends, they are part
of community groups and neighborhoods. Many have found jobs, work hard, pay their taxes,
and have embraced Australia as their home.

COVID-19 has required many rethinks and reminded us all of what is truly important in life.
There is a wonderful opportunity for our political leaders to now embrace a group of people
who want to put down roots, build lives and work hard for Australia's best future. Like
generations of migrants and refugees before them, this group will become an integral part of
the Australian story.

It is as a voice for the relatively voiceless that we are moved to write to Prime Minister Scott
Morrison and Opposition Leader Anthony Albanese in support of a more unifying and
compassionate national policy on this important matter.
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