GOD’S QUIET PRESENCE IN OUR LIVES

God’s presence, much to our frustration and loss of patience sometimes, is
something that lies quiet and seemingly helpless inside us. It rarely makes a huge
splash.

Because we are not sufficiently aware of this, we tend to misunderstand the
dynamics of faith and find ourselves habitually trying to ground our faith on precisely
something that is loud and dramatic.

We are forever looking for something beyond what God gives us.

We should know from the very way God was born into our world, that faith needs to
ground itself on something that is quiet and undramatic. Jesus, as we know, was born
into our world with no fanfare and no power, a baby lying helpless in the straw,
another child among millions.

Nothing spectacular to human eyes surrounded his birth.

During his ministry, Jesus never performed miracles to prove his divinity; but only as
acts of compassion or to reveal something about God. Jesus never used divine power
in an attempt to prove that God exists beyond doubt.

His ministry, like his birth, wasn’t an attempt to prove God’s existence. It was
intended rather to teach us what God is like and that God loves us unconditionally.

God lies inside us as an invitation that fully respects our freedom, never overpowers
us; but also never goes away. It lies there precisely like a baby lying helpless in the
straw, gently beckoning us, but helpless in itself to make us pick it up.

Why doesn’t God show himself to us more directly and more powerfully so as to
make faith easier?

That’s a fair question for which, partly, there is no fully satisfying answer.

The answer we do have lies in understanding the manner in which God manifests
himself in our lives and in our world. Unlike most everything else that’s trying to get
our attention, God never tries to overwhelm us.

God, more than anyone else, respects our freedom.

For this reason, God lies everywhere, inside us and around us, almost unfelt, largely
unnoticed, and easily ignored, a quiet, gentle nudge; but, if drawn upon, the ultimate
stream of love and energy.

......... and we ask that the gentle nudge of the Spirit will be with us tonight!



